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I. INTRODUCTION 

I.1  The Environment 

The sixth field mission of the project Islam in the Horn of Africa has developed in the Eastern Ethiopian 

ǻǡǦǩǸǷ ǸǢ "ȀǼǜ  ǷǜǶǡ ǽǧǜǽ ǼǹǡǟǩǢǩǟǜǴǴȂ ǩǷǠǩǟǜǽǡǼ ǽǧǡ ǜǻǡǜ &ǜǼǽ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ǟǩǽȂ ǸǢ "ǼǜȂǽǜ  Ȁǧǡǻǡ ǽǧǡ "Ȁǜ̊ ǻǩǿǡǻ 

ends; it is an area permanently covered by three main lakes, the Gamarri, Abbe, and Afambo, which also 

gives name to the nearby sedentary settlement. "ȀǼǜ ǩǼ ǽǧǡ ǻǩǟǧǡǼǽ ǜǻǡǜ ǸǢ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǻǡǦǩǸǷ ǽǧǜǷǲǼ ǽǸ ǽǧǡ 

ǹǡǻǶǜǷǡǷǽ Ȁǜǽǡǻ ǼǾǹǹǴȂ ǢǻǸǶ ǽǧǡ ǻǩǿǡǻ "Ȁǜ̊  ǜǴǸǷǦ Ȁǧǩǟǧ ǩǽ ȀǜǼ ǹǸǼǼǩǝǴǡ ǽǸ ǠǡǿǡǴǸǹ ǼǡǠǡǷǽǜǻȂ 

agricultural activities (especially sorghum, cotton and corn); in the other areas people still practice the 

traditional seminomadic pastoralism, especially of camels, cows and goats1.  

 

 

'ǩǦ   5ǧǡ ǻǩǿǡǻ "Ȁǜ̊ ǩǷ ǸǷǡ ǸǢ ǩǽǼ ǟǜǷǜǴǼ Ƿǡǜǻ -ǜǲǡ "ǢǜǶǝǸ 

                                                             

 

1 Didier MORIN, Dictionnaire historique afar (1288-1982), Paris, Karthala, pp. 63-65. 
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Fig. 2: A canal with a sluice to control the water flow in the peripheral areas. 

 

The difference in economy and social organization between peoples living along the shores of the river 

and the ones settled in the arid peripheral areas is clearly shown by the different kinds of house typical of 

the region. "ǴǸǷǦ ǽǧǡ ǼǧǸǻǡǼ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ "Ȁǜ̊ and its canals is common to find houses made of a wooden 

framework of bent sticks, with the roof and part of the walls thatched with grass.  

 

 

Fig. 3: A typical hut and dwelling in a cultivated area near Lake Afambo. 

 

People who have to move in search of grazing for their animals, instead, live in dwellings that have to be 

quickly built and dismantled, and at the same time easily transportable. They have the shape of small 

cupolas and are made of bent boughs on which mats of palm fibre are fixed. The lower part is often 
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covered with plastic tarpaulin as a protection from dust and sand; they have only one small entrance and 

no windows. A certain numbers of this kind of tents belonging to the same enlarged family, is usually 

grouped together in a circle in the middle of which the animals are protected overnight. The entire 

compounds are usually surrounded by thorn twigs or stones. ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǹǡǸǹǴǡ ǟǜǷ ǜǴǼǸ ǽǡǶǹǸǻǜǻȂ ǩǷǧǜǝǩǽ 

stone dwellings during their transhumance in search of grazing, but they are only scattered along the cliff 

of the highlands.          

 

 

'ǩǦ   ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǟǸǶǹǸǾǷǠ ǸǷ ǽǧǡ ǻǸǜǠ ǝǡǽȀǡǡǷ 4ǡǶǡǻǜ ǜǷǠ "ǼǜȂǽǜ 

 

 

'ǩǦ   ╧"far compound with stone dwelling along the road between ???  
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5ǧǡ ǜǻǡǜ  ǜǼ ǽǧǡ ǡǷǽǩǻǡ ╧"Ǣǜǻ %ǡǹǻǡǼǼǩǸǷ, is particularly unstable from a geological point of view, as a 

consequence of the plate tectonic involving movements of the African and Arabian shields. The 

landscape is dominated by volcanic features and activities, with points in which the magma lies close to 

the surface and points in which the flowing of lava is frequent2. 

 

 

Fig. 5: The evidence of a previous lava flow. 

 

 

Fig. 6: The arid and stony landscape between Dikhil (DJ) and the border with Ethiopia. 

                                                             

 

2 Geoffrey LAST  ╧"Ǣǜǻ %ǡǹǻǡǼǼǩǸǷ  EAe, I, pp. 119-122. 
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The depression has long been a salt deposit; it was largely exported since the Antiquity, especially by 

.ǾǼǴǩǶ ╧"ǢǜǻǼ and it also played a role as currency.3 The presence of salt deposits has attracted the 

interests of foreign powers, especially in the last half century, and foreign extraction stations, especially 

Chinese, have been established in the last decades.     

 

 

 

Figg. 7a-b: The salt surfacing on the ground and its traditional transportation. 

I.2  The Historical Setting 

In addition and prior to the geographic region, the name Awsa indicates ǽǧǡ ǶǸǼǽ ǜǷǟǩǡǷǽ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǼǾǝ-

group who established a flourishing sultanate in the region in the 18th-19th century. This was also known 

                                                             

 

3 Wolbert SMIDT  4ǜǴǽ  EAe, 4, pp. 500-503. 



8 

 

ǜǼ ╧"Ǣǜǻ 4ǾǴǽǜǷǜǽǡ, as it was recognised by the other rulers as the dominant among the principalities of 

the region. The modern Awsa Sultanate historically developed from the previous Awsa Imamate, 

ǡǼǽǜǝǴǩǼǧǡǠ ǩǷ  ȀǧǡǷ .ǾɻǜǶǶǜǠ ǝ  *ǝǻȐǧʊǶ (ȐǼǜ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ǢǜǶǩǴȂ ǸǢ *ǶȐǶ "ɻǶǜǠ *ǝǻȐǧʊǶ ǜǴ-µȐȃʊ 

Grañ, ǶǸǿǡǠ ǽǧǡ ǟǜǹǩǽǜǴ ǸǢ ╧"ǠǜǴ 4ǾǴǽǜǷǜǽǡ ǢǻǸǶ )ǜǻǜǻ ǽǸ ǽǧǡ Eastern region of the lakes, in the town of 

Farfara, because of the growing Oromo pressure. 5ǧǡ ǸǻǩǦǩǷǼ ǜǷǠ ǧǩǼǽǸǻǩǟǜǴ ǹǧǜǼǡǼ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǦǻǸǾǹ ǜǻǡ 

also reflected in the identifiǟǜǽǩǸǷ ǸǢ ǽǧǡǩǻ ǷǜǶǡ ǽǸ ǽǧǜǽ ǸǢ  ╧"ǠǜǴ  ǜǷǠ ǽǧǡ ǠǡǢǩǷǩǽǩǸǷ ǸǢ ǽǧǡǩǻ ǴǜǷǦǾǜǦǡ ǜǼ 

ǜǟǜǱ͛ʩʩǜ.4  

There are no written sources related to the history of the region before that date, but, according to 

genealogies and oral sources, it is possible to trace a brief sketch of the history of the region and the its 

reflection on the present people of Awsa.5 The introduction of sedentary agriculture in Awsa is attributed 

to the Haralla group who moved to the region into two different waves of migrations: the first one 

starting from the 13th-14th c. and the second from the 16th c. following the ǧǲȌǲ .ǾɻǜǶǶǜǠ ǝ  *ǝǻȐǧʊǶ 

(ȐǼǜ  8ǧǡǷ ǽǧǡ ǼǡǟǸǷǠ Ȁǜǿǡ ǸǢ ǶǩǦǻǜǽǩǸǷ ǻǡǜǟǧǡǠ "ȀǼǜ  ǽǧǡ ǦǻǸǾǹ ǧǜǠ ǽǸ Ǣǜǟǡ ǽǧǡ ǜǴǻǡǜǠȂ ǡǼǽǜǝǴǩǼǧǡǠ 

power of the first Haralla settled in the region, rulers of the land, and the Arab ǧǲȌǲǸ %ǜǻǠˢǻǜ  5ǧǡ Ǵǜǽǽǡǻ 

ǧǜǠ ǻǡǹǴǜǟǡǠ ǽǧǡ ǢǜǶǩǴȂ ǸǢ "ɻǶǜǠ ǝ  *ǝǻȐǧʊǶ (ǻǜˌ ǸǢ #ǜǴǜȀ ǸǻǩǦǩǷ and maintained a real power at least 

from 1628 to 1750, when the last Arab ǧǲȌǲ 4ǜǴǶȐǷ  ȀǜǼ ǲǩǴǴǡǠ ǝȂ ǜ ǟǸǜǴǩǽǩǸǷ ǸǢ )ǜǻǜǴǴǜ ǜǷǠ .ˢǠǜȂǽo.  

But the political power emerging in Awsa, was not able to maintain the historical territory that was 

ǹǻǡǿǩǸǾǼǴȂ ǾǷǠǡǻ ǽǧǡ ǜǾǽǧǸǻǩǽȂ ǸǢ ╧"ǠǜǴ  ǽhe main losses Ȁǡǻǡ ;ǜȂǴǜ╧, passed under the control of Mokha 

in 1630, and Harar that, starting from 1647, recognised the authority of independent emirs. Also the two 

ǹǻǩǷǟǩǹǜǴǩǽǩǡǼ ǸǢ 5ǜǠǮǸǾǻǜ 5ǜǦ˔ǻǻǩ  ǜǷǠ 3ǜɻǜȂǽ˔  ǮǾǼǽ ǝǡȂǸǷǠ ǽǧǡ ǹǻǡǼǡǷǽ &ǻǩǽǻǡǜǷ ǝǸǻǠǡǻ  ǝǡǟǜǶǡ 

independent sultanates.6  

From 1750 ǽǧǡ ¾ǜǻǜǴǴǜ .ǾɻǜǶǶǜǠ %̩Ǽ ǩǼ ǶǡǷǽǩǸǷǡǠ ǩǷ ǽǧǡ ǟǧǻǸǷǩǟǴǡǼ Ȁǩǽǧ ǽǧǡ ǽǩǽǴǡ ǸǢ ǷȌ∟ǧǸ, testifying 

that the political predominance of this group above the other.  

                                                             

 

4 Didier MORIN, Poésie Traditionelle des Afars, Paris, Peeters, 1997, p. 9. 

5 Id., Dictionnaire Historique, op.cit., pp. 174-175.  

6 For this historical period (in particular from 999 to 1030 AH) see the sources edited by Cerulli and related to the sack of 

;ǜȂǴǜ╧  ǡȁǹǡǠǩǽǩǸǷǼ ǜǦǜǩǷǼǽ "ȀǼǜ  ǩǷǽǡǻǷǜǴ ǟǸǷǢǴǩǟǽǼ ǜǶǸǷǦ ǽǧǡ ǻǾǴǡǻǼ  ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǡȁǹǡǠǩǽǩǸǷ ǜǦǜǩǷǼǽ 0ǻǸǶǸ  ǦǡǸǴǸǦǩǟǜǴ ǹǧǡǷǸǶǡǷǜ 

in the region (Enrico CERULLI  %ǸǟǾǶǡǷǽǩ "ǻǜǝǩ ǹǡǻ Ǵǜ ǼǽǸǻǩǜ Ǡ &ǽǩǸǹǩǜ  ǩǷ Enrico CERULLI, - *ǸǱǜǲ ǟǧ ǧǠǷǧ Ǡ ǟǧ Ǵǥǥǧ, Roma, 

*ǼǽǩǽǾǽǸ ǹǡǻ Ǵ 0ǻǩǡǷǽǡ   ǹǹ  -197). For the period of the ǧǲȌǲǸ, see MORIN, Dictionnaire historique, op. cit., pp. 65-67. 
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The following period is signed by the struggle for the control of the Awå ǿǜǴǴǡȂ ǝǡǽȀǡǡǷ ǽǧǡ ǽȀǸ 

coalitions, the Red and the White. In 1834, with the battle of Darmá, the Modaytó, of the Red coalition, 

took control over Awsa; this group was originally from the mountainous region north of Obock (Djibuti) 

and arrived in Awsa at the beginning of the 18th c. and, once they took the power, repeatedly had clashes 

with the more ancient groups settled in the region.7 It was after the defeat of Darmá and the arising of 

.ǜɻȅǶǶǜǠ *ǴǴȅǴǽǜ  ǩǷ 5  ǽǧǜǽ ǽǧǡ ǦǻǸǾǹ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ¾aralla was splitted into two branches: the Dardortí 

were the responsible of the land irrigation (with the title of baddá-h abbá), while the religious power was 

reserved to the Kabirto branch of the clan.8 #ǡǽȀǡǡǷ  ǜǷǠ  :ȐȂȂ˓  ǼǸǷ ǸǢ .ǾɻǜǶǶǜǠ *ǴǴǜǴǽǜ, came 

to power and led a de facto semi-independent sultanate. Under his sonǼ ǴǡǜǠǡǻǼǧǩǹ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǸǝǽǜǩǷǡǠ 

economical prosperity thanks to its cattle trading with the Italian colonial army, but this collusion was 

the official reason why the ǸǺǱ˴Ȍǳ ȀǜǼ ǠǩǼǶǩǼǼǡǠ ǝȂ ǽǧǡ &ǶǹǡǻǸǻ ½ǜȂǴȎ ĪΐǴǴǜǼǡ * ǜǷǠ ǻǡǹǴǜǟǡǠ ǝȂ ǽǧǡ 

ǸǺǱ˴ȌǳǼ ǟǸǾǼǩǷ ╧"Ǵʊ .ǩǻȅɻ Hanfare. After the nationalization of the lands imposed by the Därg regime, the 

latter tried to organize an armed resistance movement claiming the foundation of a (ǻǡǜǽ ╧"Ǣǜǻ /ǜǽǩǸǷ 

but he was pushed to flee to Saudi Arabia with a condemn of exile. By the time the Sultan fled Ethiopia, 

╧"Ǣǜǻ ǻǡǿǸǴǽ ǜǦǜǩǷǼǽ ǽǧǡ ǻǡǦǩǶǡ ǢǸǾǷǠǡǠ ǽǧǡ "Ǣǜǻ -ǩǝǡǻǜǽǩǸǷ 'ǻǸǷǽ  He could come back to Ethiopia only 

after the falling of the regime in 1991, but from that moment he had not official political position, only 

holding ǜ ǻǸǴǡ ǸǢ ǹǸǴǩǽǩǟǜǴ ǴǡǜǠǡǻ ȀǩǽǧǩǷ ǽǧǡ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǟǸǶǶǾǷǩǽȂ  )ǡ ǠǩǡǠ ǩǷ  ǜǷǠ ȀǜǼ ǼǾǟǟǡǡǠǡǠ ǝȂ ǧǩǼ 

son, who took part in the political scene for the revendication of autonomȂ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ╧"Ǣǜǻ 1ǡǸǹǴǡ9   

8ǩǽǧǩǷ ǽǧǡ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǹǡǸǹǴǡ ǸǢ "ȀǼǜ  ǽǧǻǡǡ ǶǜǩǷ ǼǾǝ-groups have emerged for their contribution to the 

religious and intellectual life of the region. During this field mission the team had the opportunity to 

come across the manuscript ǟǸǴǴǡǟǽǩǸǷ ǸǢ ǽȀǸ ǸǢ ǽǧǡǶ  ǷǜǶǡǴȂ ǽǧǡ ¾ǜǻǜǴǴȐ including both its Kabirto and 

the Dardortí branches  ǜǷǠ ǽǧǡ ,ȐǠʊǽǸ ǟǴǜǷ ȀǧǸ ǢǸǾǷǠǡǠ ǜǷ ǩǶǹǸǻǽǜǷǽ ǟǡǷǽǻǡ ǸǢ ǽǻǜǠǩǽǩǸǷǜǴ ǴǡǜǻǷǩǷǦ ǩǷ 

                                                             

 

7 Id., .ˢǠǜȂǽ˔  EAe, 3, p.984; Id., Poésie Traditionelle des Afars, p. 15. 

8 Id., Dictionnaire Historique Afar (1288-1982), p. 177.  

9 Kassim SHEHIM  Ethiopia, Révolution and the Question of the NatiǸǷǜǴǩǽǩǡǼ  ǽǧǡ $ǜǼǡ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ "Ǣǜǻ, in Journal of Modern 

African Studies, 23/2 (1985), p. 331-348; Sarah VAUGHAN, Ethnicity and Power in Ethiopia, PhD Thesis, University of Edimburgh, 

2003.  
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pȐǴǡ  ǸǷǡ ,Ƕ 4ǸǾǽǧ ǢǻǸǶ "ǼǜȂǽǜ  ǽǧǡ ǸǴǠ ǟǜǹǩǽǜǴ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ╧"Ǣǜǻ 4ǾǴǽǜǷǜǽǡ  5ǧǡ third sub-group is 

represented by the ĭǜȂɹǜǲ-ĭǜǻʊǢǜ, whose history and intellectual heritage remain so far unexplored10.  

 

II . MISSION PLANNING AND ORGANIZATION 

II.1 - Status of the Studies ǜǷǠ *ǠǡǷǽǩǢǩǟǜǽǩǸǷ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ $ǸǴǴǡǟǽǩǸǷǼ  4ǩǽǡǼ 

Important contributions to the ǧǩǼǽǸǻȂ ǸǢ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǧǜǿǡ been given by Didier Morin in his Dictionnaire 

historique afar (1288-1982)11. 3ǡǦǜǻǠǩǷǦ ǽǧǡ ¾ǜǻǜǴǴȐ ǟǴǜǷ ǜǷǠ ǩǽǼ ǼǾǝ-ǦǻǸǾǹǼ ,ǜǝǩǻǽǸ ǜǷǠ ,ȐǠʊǽǸ  that have 

been the main focus of the field mission, he based his investigations on oral sources and on a written 

source that he edited, a chronicle known as $ǦǷǴǳǧǶǺǠ ǟǠ Ǳ "ǼǸǜ. The text is ascribed by Morin to ˧ǜǾỦ 

²ʊǴȐǷʊ ǝ  ɮȌɟɟ ¾amza b. MaɻǶ̩Ǡ ǝ  ,ǜǝʊǻ ¾amza (19081973). It concerns the history of the region 

between 1727 and 1873 (1140-1290 H.) and the struggles for the power among the different clans in Awsa. 

The importance and reliability of the text are mainly based on the fact that its author is a member of the 

¾ǜǻǜǴǴȐ ǽǻǩǝǡ  ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ,ǜǝǩǻǽǸ ǝǻǜǷǟǧ  ǠǩǻǡǟǽǴȂ ǩǷǿǸǴǿǡǠ ǩǷ ǽǧǡ ǹǸǴǩǽǩǟǜǴ ǧǩǼǽǸǻȂ ǸǢ "ȀǼǜ12  

Didier Morin also devoted his academic interest to the ǴǩǽǡǻǜǻȂ ǽǻǜǠǩǽǩǸǷ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǹǡǸǹǴǡ, but his 

publications deal almost exclusively with the oral ǴǩǽǡǻǜǽǾǻǡ  ǩǷ ǹǜǻǽǩǟǾǴǜǻ ǸǷ ǽǧǡ ╧"Ǣǜǻ gad, ǹǸǡǽǻȂ  ǽǧǜǽ 

ǩǼ ǾǼǾǜǴǴȂ ǹǡǻǢǸǻǶǡǠ ǩǷ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǴǜǷǦǾǜǦǡ ǩǽ ǩǷǟǴǾǠǡǼ "ǻǜǝ ǹǜǼǼǜǦǡǼ ǡǼǹǡǟǩǜǴǴȂ ǩǢ ǩǽ ǠǡǜǴǼ Ȁǩǽǧ ǻǡǴǩǦǩǸǾǼ 

matters). The gad covers different genres, from the religious, to the profane, the war-related, the ones 

related to magical practices etc.13. In his analysis of this kind of poetry, Morin underlines that its structure 

is inspired by two different models: from one hand it is directly linked to the classical Arabic model of the 

                                                             

 

10 MOHAMMED IDRISS MOUSSA, 5ǦǠ ,ȌǟɹǹǴ $Ǳǜǳ ǜǳǟ 5ǦǠǧǷ -ǧǝǷǜǷǾ  *ǸǱǜǲǧǞ -ǧǹǠǷǜǹǺǷǠ ǜǳǟ ,ǳǴǼǱǠǟǥǠ ǧǳ "ǼǸǜ ∞"ǡǜǷ, BA Thesis, 

Addis Ababa University, School of Graduated Studies, Addis Ababa, 2012, p. 28. 

11 If not clearly mentioned, the bibliographical references of this contribution refer to the first edition (Paris, Khartala, 2004); 

Nouvelle édition augmentée, Paris, Khartala, 2015. 

12 The text has been edited and translated in the second edition of the Dictionnaire historique afar, Annexe II, pp. 395-422, 

where Morin also gives account of partial reproductions of the same text; see also MORIN, Dictionnaire historique, pp. 67-70; Id., 

Poésie des Afars, p. 55, note 1. Another witness of the same text has been found during the 2017 IslHornAfr field Mission (see 

infra). 

13 Loren F. BLIESE  "Ǣǜǻ ǼǸǷǦǼ in Northeast Africa Studies, 4/3 (1982-1983), pp. 51-76; MORIN, 1ǴȼǸǧǠ 5ǷǜǟǧǹǧǴǳǠǱǱǠ %ǠǸ "ǡǜǷǸ. 
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Ƕǜ˫ɹǟǜ, in particular in its rhyming scheme and prosody; on the other hand, its typical internal 

repetitions recall the textual features of invocations14. A direct inspiration to the classical Arabic poetry is 

evident in the examples of this poetical production that have been transmitted in written form. The only 

written example of this kind of text given by Morin is particularly meaningful to us as it is attributed to 

one of the most prolific characters of the Kabirto clan, ˧ǜǾɭ ,ǜǝʊǻ ¾ǜǶȃǜ ǝ  ,ǜǝʊǻ .ǜɻǶ̩Ǡ ǝ  ,ǜǝʊǻ ╧"Ǵʊ 

(d. 186  ǲǷǸȀǷ ǜǴǼǸ ǜǼ ,ǜǝʊǻ ¾ǜǷǠȄ  *ǽ ǼǧǸȀǼ ǜǷ ǡȁǟǡǻǹǽ ǸǢ ǜ ǹǸǡǽǩǟǜǴ ǟǸǶǹǸǼǩǽǩǸǷ ǩǷ Ȁǧǩǟǧ ǽǧǡ ǻǧȂǶǩǷǦ 

scheme and the internal rhythm are evident even in the organization of the page space15. In the 

collections digitized this kind of text in ∞ǜɟǜǲɹ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǩǷ "ǻǜǝǩǟ Ǽǟǻǩǹǽ  ǩǼ ǩǷǼǽǡǜǠ ǺǾǩǽǡ ǢǻǡǺǾǡǷǽ ǡǼǹǡǟǩǜǴǴȂ 

among the manuscript heritage of the Kabirto clan. 

Other attestations of ǴǩǽǡǻǜǻȂ ǹǻǸǠǾǟǽǩǸǷ ǸǢ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǹǡǸǹǴǡ ǩǷ "ǻǜǝǩǟ ǴǜǷǦǾǜǦǡ ǜǷǠ Ǹǻ ǩǷ "ǻǜǝ Ǽǟǻǩǹǽ are in 

the volume devoted to The Writings of the Muslim Peoples of Northeastern Africa of the series Arabic 

Literature of Africa. Three authors seem in fact to be ǼǸǶǡǧǸȀ ǻǡǴǜǽǡǠ ǽǸ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǻǡǦǩǸǷ   0Ƿǡ ǩǼ an 

ǜǠǸǹǽǡǠ  ╧"Ǣǜǻ  ²ǜǶǜǴ ǜǴ-%ʊǷ ǝ  *ǝǻȐǧʊǶ ǝ  )ǜǴʊǴ ǜǴ-ĭȐǶʊ Ǡ  st ĭǜȀȀǜǴ th March 1961): his family, 

of Ethiopian origin, claimed to descend originally from the famous ˫ ̆ǡɹ saint ╧"ǝǠ ǜǴ-2ȐǠǩǻ ǜǴ-²ʊǴȐǷʊ  

²ǜǶȐǴ ǜǴ-%ʊǷ Ǽ Ǣǜǽǧǡǻ ǸǷ ǧǩǼ ȀǜȂ ǝǜǟǲ ǢǻǸǶ .ǜǟǟǜ Ȁǧǡǻǡ ǧǡ ǧǜǠ ǹǻǸǟǡǡǠǡǠ ǩǷ ǻǡǴǩǦǩǸǾǼ ǼǽǾǠǩǡǼ  ǼǡǽǽǴǡǠ ǩǷ 

Ĺʊ╧Ǹ  ǸǷ ǽǧǡ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǟǸǜǼǽ ǸǢ &ǻǩǽhrea, where he was appointed ǶȌȳɹ ǢǸǻ ǽǧǡ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǽǻǩǝǡǼ. From a manuscript 

source found in the collection of the Kabirto family in Balbala (DJ)16 we know that ,ǜǝʊǻ ╧Abd al-2ȐǠǩǻ ǝ  

¾ǜǶȃǜ ǝ  .ǜɻǶ̩Ǡ ǝ  ,ǜǝʊǻ ¾ǜǶȃǜ Ǡ   )  Ƕǡǽ *ǝǻȐǧʊǶ ǝ  )ǜǴʊǴ ǜǴ-ĭȐǶʊ on his way to Mecca in 1326 

H. The latter wrote a book of prayers and poems in praise of the Prophet, while a documentary study 

with the title .ǜǳǦǜǱ ǡɹ ǹǜ∟Ƿɹɭ Ǽǜ-ǜɭǝȌǷ ǜǱ-∞"ǡǜǷ ǩǼ ǜǽǽǻǩǝǾǽǡǠ ǽǸ ǧǩǼ ǼǸǷ  ²ǜǶȐǴ ǜǴ-%ʊǷ17. The work has been 

published in Cairo ǽǧǡǷ ǽǻǜǷǼǴǜǽǡǠ ǩǷ "Ƕǧǜǻǩǟ ǜǷǠ ǹǾǝǴǩǼǧǡǠ ǩǷ "ǠǠǠǩǼ "ǝǜǝǜ ǩǷ  #ȐǠǩǼ 5╨ǻǜǽ 

"ǽȐǶȀǸȰȰ 5ǜǽȐǶȐ   

                                                             

 

14 Ibid., pp. 54 et seq. 

15 Ibid., pp. 212-214. 

16 DJBL00039, ff. 63-65, 5ǜǷɟǜǲǜ ,ǜǝɹǷ ԀAbd al-2ȌǟǧǷ ǝ  ¾ǜǲǿǜ ǝ  .ǜɮǲ̆d, by ᾶ"Ǵʊ *ǝǷ ǜǴ-ɻȐɦɦ .ǾɻǜǶǶǜǠ ıȐǴǩɻ ǜǴ-"ɻǶǜǠʊ 

17 ALA3, pp. 10-11. 
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"ǷǸǽǧǡǻ ǲǷǸȀǷ ǜǾǽǧǸǻ  ǽǧǩǼ ǸǢ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǸǻǩǦǩǷ  ǩǼ ╧"ǝǠ ǜǴ-3ȐȃǩǺ ǜǴ-5ǜɦǾǻǻʊ ǜǴ-%ǜǷǲǜǴʊ  ǽǧǾǼ ǢǻǸǶ %ǮǩǝǾǽǩ  )ǡ 

also wrote devotional poems in praise of the Prophet and of different ˧ ǺǾ̆ɭ ǜǶǸǷǦ Ȁǧǩǟǧ ╧Abd al-

3ǜɻǶȐǷ ǝ  "ɻǶǜǠ ǜǴ-Zayla╧ʊ -1882 AD)18. 

The historical study .ǜǳǦǜǱ ǡɹ ǹǜ∟Ƿɹɭ Ǽǜ-ǜɭǝȌǷ ǜǱ-∞"ǡǜǷ has also been the main source for the BA thesis 

compiled by Mohammed Idriss Moussa on the ,ȐǠʊǽǸ ╧"Ǣǜǻ ǦǻǸǾǹ, whose manuscript heritage has been 

digitized during the field mission19. His dissertation confirmed the oral information related to the history 

of the clan and collected during the field mission of the project through an interview to the present ǶȌȳɹ 

of the .ǸǼǺǾǡ ǸǢ  pȐǴǡ, where the clan settled and founded its teaching centre specializing in fiqh20. In his 

dissertation the author also compiled a first inventory of the manuscripts kept there in 2012.   

II.2  Logistic Organization 

Starting from November 2015 large-scale protests swept throughout Ethiopia. The protests occurred 

against a background of lacking political space for the ethnic groups who are not represented in the 

ǻǾǴǩǷǦ ǟǸǜǴǩǽǩǸǷ  *Ƿ ǹǜǻǽǩǟǾǴǜǻ ǟǸǷǟǡǻǷǼ ǜǝǸǾǽ ǽǧǡ ǦǸǿǡǻǷǶǡǷǽ Ǽ ǹǻǸǹǸǼǡǠ ǡȁǹǜǷǼǩǸǷ Ǹf the municipal 

boundary of the capital, generated widespread protests across Oromia, and involved also Amhara region 

from July 2016. Ethiopian security forces cracked-down on these demonstrations, killing more than 500 

people according to Human Rights Watǟǧ Ǽ ǻǡǹǸǻǽ  *Ƿ 0ǟǽǸǝǡǻ  ǢǸǴǴǸȀǩǷǦ ǽǧǡ ǠǡǼǽǻǾǟǽǩǸǷ ǸǢ ǼǸǶǡ 

government buildings and private property by youths, the government announced a six-month 

countrywide state of emergency (till the end of March), which substantially reduce the possibility of 

access and movements of foreigners inside the country.  

The conditions of the state of emergency were partly reduced so that it was possible to schedule a 

mission of three weeks in the month of February. Nonetheless the political situation remained quite 

sensitive and it was evident that foreigners with photographic equipment such the one we use to digitize 

                                                             

 

18 ALA3, pp. 86-87. 

19 MOHAMMED IDRISS MOUSSA, 5ǦǠ ,ȌǟɹǹǴ $Ǳǜǳ ǜǳǟ ǹǦǠǧǷ -ǧǝǷǜǷǾ Ǵǵ Ǟǧǹ.  

20 This specialization in juridical sciences is evidently connected to the name of the clan; the most important ǶȌȳɹ of the 

region were in fact descendants of that group or formed in pȐǴǡ.   
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the manuscript material would have undergone extra controls and interviews of the security forces21. As a 

peripheral area, Awsa remained quite isolated from the main protests, but to avoid the most critical areas 

and routes the team decided to enter the country by car from Djibouti were the researchers had 

scheduled to work on a manuscript collection in Tadjoura22.   

The sites to be visited had been previouǼǴȂ ǩǠǡǷǽǩǢǩǡǠ ǽǧǜǷǲǼ ǽǸ ╧"ǴǜȀʊ ╧"ǝǠ ǜǴ-ıǜǶǜǠ, of the Kabirto 

ǝǻǜǷǟǧ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ¾ǜǻǜǴǴǜ  ȀǧǸ ǧǸǴǠǼ ǹǜǻǽ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ǶǜǷǾǼǟǻǩǹǽǼ ǟǸǴǴǡǟǽǩǸǷ ǸǢ ǧǩǼ ǢǜǶǩǴȂ ǩǷ #ǜǴǝǜǴǜ %+23. He 

guided the team in Awsa and introduced the researchers to his family members mainly residing in the 

area of Afambo24. 

╧"ǴǜȀʊ ╧"ǝǠ ǜǴ-ıǜǶǜǠ ǜǴǼǸ ǹǴǜȂǡǠ ǜǼ ǩǷǽǡǻǶǡǠǩǜǻȂ Ȁǩǽǧ ǽǧǡ ǹǻǡǼǡǷǽ ǧǩǦǧǡǻ ǻǡǹǻǡǼǡǷǽǜǽǩǿǡ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ,ȐǠʊǽǸ 

ǟǴǜǷ ǩǷ pȐǴǡ  ǽǧǜǷǲǼ ǽǸ ǧǩǼ ǼǸǟǩǜǴǴȂ ǻǡǟǸǦǷǩȃǡǠ ǹǸǼǩǽǩǸǷ  ǜǷǠ ǸǻǦǜǷǩȃǡǠ ǜ ǿǩǼǩǽ ǽǸ ǽǧǡ ǶǸǼǺǾǡ ǸǝǽǜǩǷǩǷǦ ǽǧǡ 

permission to digitize the manuscript collection still kept there.     

8ǧǩǴǡ ǽǧǡ ǟǸǴǴǡǟǽǩǸǷǼ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ¾ǜǻǜǴǴǜ ǦǻǸǾǹs (Kabirto and Dardortì) are preserved in the private houses of 

the clan members as private inheritance of the family branches, and are no more used as teaching or 

devotional media, what remains of ǽǧǡ ǟǸǴǴǡǟǽǩǸǷ ǸǢ pȐǴǡ is still preserved in the mosque; also in this 

case, the intellectual and formative centre, which was especially devoted to the study of fiqh, is no more 

in activity. The old residence of the local ˧ ǜǾɭ ǜǷǠ ǽǧǡ ǼǽǾǠǡǷǽǼ  ǴǸǠǦǩǷǦǼ ǧǜǿǡ ǝǡǡǷ ǻǡǠǾǟǡǠ ǽǸ ǻǾǩǷǼ ǝȂ 

the Därg Regime in the 1970s; the original mosque demands heavy restoring interventions.     

                                                             

 

21 A list of the technical equipment is given in Sara FANI, *ǼǴ)ǸǻǷAfr 1st 'ǩǡǴǠ .ǩǼǼǩǸǷ 3ǡǹǸǻǽ   'ǩǻǼǽ .ǩǼǼǩǸǷ ǽǸ &ǽǧǩǸǹǩǜ 

3ǡǹǸǻǽ  http://islhornafr.eu/mission1.html ) and in id.  *ǼǴ)ǸǻǷ"Ǣǻ rd 'ǩǡǴǠ .ǩǼǼǩǸǷ 3ǡǹǸǻǽ   'ǩǻǼǽ .ǩǼǼǩǸǷ ǩǷ %ǮǩǝǸǾǽǩ 

ǻǡǹǸǻǽ  http://islhornafr.eu/publ.html. 

22 See *ǼǴ)ǸǻǷ"Ǣǻ th Field Mission Report ivi). 

23 See Sara FANI  *ǼǴ)ǸǻǷ"Ǣǻ rd 'ǩǡǴǠ .ǩǼǼǩǸǷ 3ǡǹǸǻǽ  cit. 

24 See the complete map of IslHornAfr missions at https://goo.gl/6hGY1n . 

http://islhornafr.eu/mission1.html
http://islhornafr.eu/publ.html
https://goo.gl/6hGY1n
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Figg. 8a-ǝ  pȐǴǡ ǽǧǡ ǻǾǩǷǼ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ "ɻǶǜǠ ,ǜǝʊǻ Ǽ ǻǡǼǩǠǡǷǟǡ ǜǷǠ ǽǧǡ ǩǷǽǡǻǩǸǻ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ǶǸǼǺǾǡ   

 

III . BOOK COLLECTIONS IDENTIFIED AND DIGITIZED 

III.1  5ǧǡ ¾ǜǻǜǴǴȐ ǸǢ "ǢǜǶǝǸ ,ǜǝǩǻǽǸ ǜǷǠ %ǜǻǠǸǻǽʄ 

The first part of the field work was focused on the area around Asayta, the old capiǽǜǴ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ╧"Ǣǜǻ 

4ǾǴǽǜǷǜǽǡ  ǜǷǠ ǩǷ ǹǜǻǽǩǟǾǴǜǻ ǸǷ ǽǧǡ ȃǸǷǡ ǸǢ "ǢǜǶǝǸ ǲǷǸȀǷ ǜǼ &ǝǸǝǜ  ǸǷ ǽǧǡ "Ȁǜ̊ ǻǩǿǡǻ  Ȁǧǡǻǡ ǶǸǼǽ ǸǢ 

the Kabirto are settled. The team could visit six different sites, each corresponding to a compound where 

a part of the ǝǩǦǦǡǻ ¾ǜǻǜǴǴȐ Ǧǻoup is settled, in which manuscript collections of different size are 
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preserved by the clan elders. 5ǻǜǠǩǽǩǸǷǜǴǴȂ ǩǽ ǩǼ ǝǡǴǩǡǿǡǠ ǽǧǜǽ ,ǜǝʊǻ ¾ǜǶȃǜ ǧǜǼ ǦǩǿǡǷ ǟǾǼǽǸǠȂ ǸǢ ǧǩǼ 

manuscript collection splitting it among his eight sons who founded eight different teaching centres.     

The first collection was kept in the house ǸǢ ĭǜȂɹ :Ȑ 4ʊǷ ǝ  ĭǜȂɹ ²ʊǴȐǷʊ ǝ  ¾Ȑɦɦ ¾ǜǶȃǜ  *Ƿ ǽǧǡ site 17 

codicological unities have been identified, mostly represented by loose folios and fragments. Most of 

them have been copied by the pǻǡǼǡǷǽ ǟǾǼǽǸǠǩǜǷ Ǽ Ǣǜǽǧǡǻ  ĭǜȂɹ ²ʊǴȐǷʊ -1973).  

 

 

'ǩǦ   ĭǜȂɹ :Ȑ 4ʊǷ ǝ  ĭǜȂɹ ²ʊǴȐǷʊ ǝ  ¾Ȑɦɦ ¾ǜǶȃǜ and his manuscripts. 

 

5ǧǡ ǼǡǟǸǷǠ ǟǸǴǴǡǟǽǩǸǷ ǩǼ ǷǸȀǜǠǜȂǼ ǾǷǠǡǻ ǽǧǡ ǻǡǼǹǸǷǼǩǝǩǴǩǽȂ ǸǢ ¾ǜǶȃǜ ǝ  .ǜɻǶ̩Ǡ ǝ  ¾Ȑɦɦ ¾ǜǶȃǜ  ǧǡ ǩǼ ǜ 

young man (around 35), right ǟǸǾǼǩǷ ǸǢ ǽǧǡ ǜǝǸǿǡ ǶǡǷǽǩǸǷǡǠ ĭǜȂɹ :Ȑ 4ʊǷ ǝ  ĭǜȂɹ ²ʊǴȐǷʊ  ǝǸǽǧ Ǡǡscending 

ǢǻǸǶ ,ǜǝʊǻ ¾ǜǶȃǜ Ǽ ǼǸǷ .ǜɻǶ̩Ǡ The compound ǩǼ ǟǜǴǴǡǠ .ǜǼɦǩǠ .ǜɻǜȺǻȐ  ǜǼ ǩǽ ǠǡǿǡǴǸǹǡǠ ǜǻǸǾǷǠ ǜǷ 

old mosque, now dismissed; a mention of it is found in a manuscript from Balbala (DJ) collection, 

digitized during the field mission in February 201625. In this case the manuscripts have been presented to 

                                                             

 

25 See DJBL0039, f. 64. 


