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l. INTRODUCTION

1.1 TheEnvironment

The sixth field missiarfi the projecislam in the Horn of Afi@es developed in the Eastern Ethiopian
AaGkNp NAE " AZEQ pliHa &glie AnadkEkauGGA kpAkad
ends; it is an arparmanentlgovered bthree maidakes theGamarri, Able, and Afamhevhichalso

gives name tihe nearbyedentargettienent” A Al k A &#ga AkagaKke GAAL |
nadrlipape Al#eald AOnnGA AKANH ®gad 4kosad "AG
agricutural activitiegespecially sorghum, cottand corn)in the other areas peoptdl practicahe

traditional seminomadpastoralismespeciallyf camelsgows and goats

kp Npa NAE keAgk alipu

k G 59a 4kosah Al

!DidierMoRIN Dictionnaire historique afar (A282Raris, Karthala, pp-&2



Fig.2: A canal with a sluice to control the water flow in the peripheral areas.

The difference in economy and social organization between peoples living along the shores of the ri
and the ones settled in the arid peripheral areas is clearly showifférgtitéidids of house typical of
the region GNP G &g a AJand ik dandisFomamgrato find\hiblises made of a wooden

framework of bent sticks, with the roof and part of the walls thatched with grass.

Fig. 3: A typichut and dwelling ia cultivated area near Lake Afambo.

People who have to move in search of gmazihgif animals, instead, livelwellingthat have to be
quickly built and dismantled, and at the same time easily transptregbltevé the shape of small

cupola and are made of bent basigh which mats of palm fibre are fixed. The lower part is often
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coveedwith plastic tarpaulin as a protection from dust and sand; they have only one small entrance ar
no windows. A certain numbers of this kind of tents hgltmthe same enlarged familysisally
grouped together in a circle in the middle of which the animals are protected overnight. The enti
compounds are usually surrounded by thorn twigs or$t6nési & naNn Ga aup UGA
stone dwellirgduring their transhumance in search of grazing, but they acatbetgd along tlokff

of the highlands.

"k G L FlA ANHNANGD

Np @®§a ANUGA oax:Aadap

ez et i < o R R s RS
k G far compoukd with stone dwelling along the road bet@®en



5ga U4dald U £ &g 3is papicalarly anstdbfeoflndgeotrical HAandofkidspa
consequence of the plate tectonic involving movements of the African and Arabian shields. Tt
landscape is dominated by volcanic features aiiegctvith points in which the magma lies close to

the surface and points in which the flowing of lava is ffequent

Fig. 5: The evidence of a previous lava flow.

Fig. 6: The arid and stony landdoajpeeen Dikhil (DJ) and the border with Ethiopia.

2GeoffreyAsT L /Bl AEARapp. AAEAK NP



Thedepression has long been a salt deposit; irgedg éxported since the Antiquégpecially by
@ A£Gk Hane ltalEo @aged a role as curréiidye presence of salt deposits has attaeted
interests of foreign powers, especially in the last half century, and foreign extraction stations, especi

Chinese, have been established in the last decades.

Figg. 7a: The salt surfacing on the ground and its traditional transportation.

I.2 The Historical Setting
In addition and prior to the geographic region, the Aasandicateseg & HNAAL& U Pak ap e

group who establishedl@urishingsutanatein the regiomn the 18-19' century Thiswasalso known

*WolbertSvipT BAg 6 pp500503.



U £ L /El4st waBréaignipelbyihe otherulers as the dominaamong the principalities of

the region. The modern AwSaltanate historicallgevelopedrom the previous Awsa Imamate,
aFelioGk £§aA kp o * 9 ARG APE (&0 HEOGIHR G A RNURH SIS H
GraifUNg A A &gad &l0nk &1 G NAE =Easkeiregiordohélakedh thecthwn &4 N H
Farfara, because of the growing Oromo présguée NAk Gk p A& UpA gk £eNak &l G
also reflected in the iderdtifii ek Np NA& &ygakd puHa &N &glie NA L
UadbDZ MM

There are no written sources related to the hidttimg region before that ddiat, according to
genealogies and oral sourites possible to trace a bskéth of the history of the regamd thets

reflection on the present peagfldwsa The introduction of sedentary agricultusvsais attributed

to the Haralla groupho moved to the regiontintwo differentwaves of migrations: the first one
starting from the 1:34' c. and the second from th& cléollowing they DO D#Z 4 U HUHIG A o * 9
( RAEU 8gap «ga AaaNpA Algsa NAE HkGAaAlUaekNp 4daiac
power of the first Haralla settled in the regiors nfléhe land, and the APZ2DMMINE A s 4 i 59 a
gUuUA 4anGlaaA =#ga AlHkGA N And maibiaifed a real poweh & pasttu  (
from 1628 to 176@en the last ArahD2D Dz4 UAGIHR PDX GGaAA oA U & N6. Gk &k Np
But the political power emerging in Awsa, was not able to maintain the historical territory that wa
NAaaosk NOAEGA @p Aa &hesaindosss AN fphseddGiitiesthelctnkdl €& Moklza

in 1630and Harar that, starting from 164@gnésed the authority of independent eAise.the two
ndkpaknliGkaekaZAk NAE 50A3ND 50G. 44k UpA 310y
independent sultanates

From175Geg @l AW GGU . @0 G HHUA % £ kA HAap&kNQ@gNingp ®9

that the political predominance of this group above the other.

“DidierMoRIN Poésie Traditionelle des Afars, Paris, PE@ps 9.
®1d. Dictionnaire Historique, op.pijt. 17475.

® For this historical period (in particular from 999 to 1030 AH) see the sources edited by Cerulli and related to the sacl
c UAGH £ aanaAkaek NpAE UGuUkpAEe " ALl kpeadplc aNDpAGk a @A
in theregion (ENric@ERULLI %N & @itk ska 4" &G U AmeicdCkriLLA R RERANDZK & gRogah P g A
* £k 2@&N nai -(07)Boktkedp@rigebof tie DA BaMoRINDittionnaire historiqump. citpp. 6567.
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The following period is signed by the struggle for the control of'the AWaGGa A o & A4 3
coalitons the Rd andhe White. In 1834, with the battle of Darma, the Modayt6, of the Red coalition,
took control over Awsthis group was originally from the mountainous region north of Obock (Djibuti)
and arrived in Awsa at the beginning of the &l once they took the power, repeatedly had clashes
with the more ancient groups settled in the rétjioras after the defeat of Darma and the arising of
.Uy @ HHO A *5C GG % pla ivasBplitedinio tamgbéanches: the Biardo

were the responsible of the larigation (vith the title obaddah abb#§ while the religious power was
reserved to the Kabitianch of the cld & &eA & a p upA ,cameR A A .
to power and led de factsemiindepedent sultanate. Under his sé&a 0 Aa & gk n <L Al
economical prosperity thanks to its cattle tradthgtive Italian colonial army, lhis collusion was

the official reason why tNeA D& {04z Ak AHk A4 A oA &#ya &HNAANA i
N A DZAD d& N @ AkHanfateAfBrthe nakichalization of the lands imposed by the Déarg tegime, t
lattertried to organize an armed resistance movement claiming the founddtiénéofiase <+ " AUl 4
but he was pushed to fle&Gaudi Arabia with a condemmele By the time the Sultan fled Ethiopia,

L £U&A 4a06NGa& UGUkpEe ®ga aHeChldliomeBadd b Athidpia anya "
after the falling of the rem in 199yt from that moment he had not official polipcesition, only

holdingih ANGa NA nANGka&kadliG GauAad Akegkp @®ga =" A
son who took part in the political scene for the revendication of dutoriorfe &g a° L£" AU 4 1 a
8kegkp &®ga L" £ A naNyoGa hake/Emergddddr theirsegnéribuion taiihke p
religious and intellectual life of the region. During this field mission the team had the opportunity t
come across the manusdipt GGa a &k Np NA @&AN ifckiting o iKabirfd ardbd G A
the Dardorti branels U PpA @&ga , RAveN &aGup AgN ANGpAaAA Gp

Id, . s A UEAeB, p.984d. Poésie Traditionelle des Afarks.
8]d., Dictionnaire Historique Afar (128gp. 177.

° KassimHEHIM Ethiopia, Révolution and the Question of th&l Raii G k ek a A& @ gid Jonal AaModerdt &g a
African Studie®3 (198% p. 33348;SaralWVauGHAN Ethnicity and Power in Ethjdpi® Thesis, University of Edimburgh,
2003.
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pRGa Npa , H 4N@&®g AEANH " FEliAxld thied subgrduGds & 0N

represented by thieli A1 U Bwhése history and intellectual heritage remain so far unéxplored

[I.  MISSION PLANNING ANIRGANIZATION

1.1- Status of thet@diesli pA * Adap &k £k 4l &k Np N/AE &ga $NGGaidekN
Important contributions to thigk /&N A& A Nboéen diventhy Didigr Méria in Distionnaire
historique afar (1288p'3 A GU AAKk PG &®ga GANGGHE & Go pthaiefkl R 24
been themain focus of the field missiba,basetiis investigations aral sources and anwritten

source that he edited, a chronicle knownG$ G dzg HIA .Ahe ekt isBibeddby Worin to WD

25 GRBQ Pammza b. Mdu A o ¥Yamza @99%1973). It concerns the history of the region
between 1727 and 1873-{2900H.) and the struggles for the power among the different clans in Awsa
The importance and reliability of the text are mainly based on the fact that its authberscd tinem

i AU GGR &Akoa NAE ®ga ,lok&&eN o04UDayY Ak 4d3aaeaeG,
Didier Morin also devoted his academic interest ® kheed 4 0 & A &4 0 Ak &ekuNips N £
publicationsieal almost exclusively with the Gril 24 4 U 204 a k pgad, GrANSkBEG U A
k £ OABLGGA na&dANAHAA kp L" £F14 GUpGOUGa k& Kk
matters).Thegadcovers different genres, from the religious, to the profane;ré#laedarthe ones

related to magical practices'&ha his analysis of this kind of poetry, Morin underlinéts staticture

is inspired by two different models: from one hand it is directly linked to the classical Arabic model of t

MoHAMMEODRISMousspgS GA  , Oai1 nG $DAidz lidZA 5GAgpP - §oplp @PBATheBiDZ Dy A
Addis Ababa University, School of Graduated Studies, Addis Ababa, 2012, p. 28.

f not clearly mentioned, the bibliographical references of this contribution refestediten(Paris, Khartala, 2004
Nouvelle édition augmentée, Paris, Khatdla,

2The text has been edited and translated in the second editidDicifaieaire historique afannexe II, pp. 3832,
where Morin also gives account of partial reproductions of the same textiasag Ristonnaire historiguep. 670;1d.,,
Poésie des Afgps 55, note Another witness of the same text has been found during teBHa@iAffield Mission (see

infra).
¥ oren FBLIESE " ElrdNorida st GiEa StudiéS (198P983), pp.-36;MORIN 1GAASIATHIADZAN' AifN
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Huli +, JinAparticularin its rhyming scheme and prosody; on the other itsargpical internal

repetitions recall the textual features of invocdtiuiirect inspiration to the classical Arabic poetry is

evident in the examples of pogtical productiothat have beemansmitted in written forithe only

written example of this kind of text given by Morin is particularly meaningful to us as it is attributed tc

one of the most prolific characters of the Kabirtd dagjji o v & %l HAa I o , Uoaué

(d. 186 DPNAp UGUGAN UA ,louvh& %IPAE * @& AEGNAL Up

scheme and the internal rhythm are evident even in the organization of the padge teace

collections digitized this kind of texbiti } UD2 A0 A kp " 4&lokad AKadldkne kA

among the manuscript heritage oKtairtoclan.

Other attestations &k 242 A0 AA NnANAJad&kNp NA L£" A4 reéehmn Ga |

the volume devoted fithe Writingsfdhe Muslim Peoples of Northeastern diftiea seriefirabic

Literature of Africdhreeauthorsseemin factto be ENHA&A § NA 43 Gl ®a A & L' A
UANRN 28 A HIBS BEIGA * 9 ARB HUBHT ai A AYi GEMasch fi9B: his family

of Ethiopian origirclaimed to desceratiginallyfrom the famous: ~ saimt=" a -8 R A B&s GIRP v

2 0 HURWGu W GE AEliegad Np gk£ AUA oladDz AANH . 0EA&AUL A

LuLN Np &g drea-whdta e wasNapipdisied FEFEA & &£§ & . Flot £thdnuseriitk o & /

source found in the collection of the Kabirto family in Balb&lagBapw that U sAbdia?RAk & o

wiHal o U WA & , Uou &) %\ B BGhis wdy Boddeain 1326

H. The latterwrote a book of prayers and poems in praise of the Prophet, while a documentary stuc

with the title. U dzG U DZ &ii| or@'LPuby i &Rl k o J&a A%udRhe §dikAias Ader 2

published in Cairo @®gap «&dlipAGlia&eaA kp "HYUAKkEA UpA ndsC

"@&@RHANOO 50 &RHR

YIbid, pp. 54t seq.
Blbid, pp. 21214.
DJBLO003Y, ff.-685 Ui P} U Dahbd,all @A PP Da i  od, byl Gl DF RPh (.GH | U HH Busi ARGk |
YALAS, pp. 101
11



"DPN&egad DPNApDP U DeyNAao-B REHEAENRBES B DECE N&§ BED A4 N
also wrote devotional poems in praise of the Paphef different A @~ (i HUN p @bdAal k & §
30U HIRD o -ZaylaquHuinds2 Al

The historical study U dzG i DZ &lu| en@pL paisEso A2en the main source for the BA thesis
compiled bpMohammed Idriss Moussathe, RA v &N Lwhobé rhanuSdit Beritage basn

digitized during the field missibHis dissertation confirmed the oral information related histbey

of theclanandcolleced during the field mission of the projeoutih arinterviewto the presertuO y 1

ofthe. NAA Ba& , whéke thepclarGsattled and founded its teaching centre specitdjfhinihis

dissertation the author atsmmpiled a first inventory of the manuscripts kept there in 2012.

[I.2 LogisticOrganization

Starting from November 20dr§escale protests swept throughout Ethidpia protests occurred
against a background of lacking political space for the ethnic groups who are not represented in 1
A0GkpG aNUGke&kNp *PD nudaekadGia 4aNpha ndnpigal o N
boundary of the capital, generated widespread protests across Oromia, and involved also Amhara re
from July 201Bthiopian security forces craectedn on these demonstrations, killing more than 500
people according to Human RightsaWat £ 4 an N4 & *pPD 0a&®&Nosaé

government buildings and private property by youths, the government announosshth Six
countrywide state of emergency (till the end of March), which substantially reduce the possibility c
access and movements of foreigners inside the.country

The conditions of the state of emergency were partly reduced so that it was possible to schedul
missionof three weekis the month of Februafjonethelesshé political situation remaingdite

sensitive and it was evident that foreigners with photographic equipment such the one we use to digiti

BALA3, pp. 887.
MoHAMMEDDRISMousss GA  , Od1 nG $DAidz .ldzdA nGAgp -geaplupgd Gg Agn

20 This specialization in juridical sciences is evidently connected to the name of the clan; the mostOngbaittant
region were in fact descendants of that group or fopngdGra

12



the manuscript material would have undergone extra controls and interviews of the seCugaforces
peripheral area, Awsa remained quite isotatadife main protests, but to avoid the most critical areas
and routes the team decided to enter the country by car from Djibouti were the researchers h:

scheduled to work on a manuscript collection in T&@joura

\\\\\

The sites to be visited had been pr&@A k A a p ek /EkvdEA o -£§ GpBE Kabdo L " G
24lUpag NE &®£ga %iLAlUGGU AgN gNGALE nll& “M&E ®ga
guided the team in Awsa ammoduced the researchers to his family memiagénty/residing in the

area of AfamBb

L Gl Auvi HUBMA WGEGEN nGUAAA UAE kpxradHaAKkUAA Ak &g
aGuUp kp pRGa ®eglupD£E &N gk/£E AENAGKUGGA 43aaNGpka
permission tdigitize the manuscript collection still kept there.

89k Ga &#ga 4&NGGaa gkabipoand\Dardostiljaie phéseddd & tha pricafe Kadises of
the clan membems private inheritance of the family brandres are no more used ashiagcor
devotional mediayhat remains geg & & N G G aiastdlkpheperved 48 the RGsAaéso in this

case, the intellectual and formative centre, whsdspecially devoted to the stutifigh, is no more

in activity The old residence of theald U @p A &ga A&PAapaxeAl GNAGKkpGAE

theDargRegime in the 1970s; the original mosque demands heavy restoring interventions

*'A list of the technical equipment is giveaieFan, * A£G N&iPa GA . k A&k Np 3anNa e
3 & n Mtfpaislhornafr.eu/mission.htynbnd inid. * EGY NBAPDGAEA. k £AKNp 3anNaea&
&4 a n Ntfp:#slhornafr.eu/publ.html

25ee * /EG) NHiepd'Midsion Reporivi).

2See SafNI * ECY NA&BAKLA k AsEK ND 3anNAaea

%See theompletenapofIsiHornAfmissionst https://goo.gl/6hGY1n
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Figg. 8@ pR&BHA AOkpAE NE &§ad "L HUOA |, lsvd £ dafkkAapa

[1l. BOOK COLLECTIONS IDENED AND DIGITIZED
Ni1s5ga %»UGAUWGGR NA£& " A0 Ha N ,Uokd&N UpA %iAANA &
The first part of the field work was focused on the area around Asayta, tbelold caNi/£ &§ a
4 B3Geel pl e UpA kp nlidekadodGua& Np ®§a aNpa NA&

the Kabirto are settled. The team could visit six different sites, each corresponding to a compound wh

apart of thes k GGa & ouplish deted,Rn whidh manuscript collections of different size are

14



preserved by thedanelders5 A0 Ak @k NDUGGA k& kA o2aGkagaA &£gi:
manuscript collection splitting it among his eight sons who founded eight détdriegt ¢entres.

The first collection was kept inthe hduge ¥ GA1 R 4uvp o T U Asitel?” v GRY[
codicological unities have been identified, mostly represented by loose folios and fragments. Most

them have been copied by thedp/fa p & 4 G A&NAK U P -1473)El 27 4 & TUAL 2

T UAJ : R 4 u pandohis manlséripts. 2 s GRPu o %RhA A

¢
G)¢

59a AaaNpA aNGGaadasekNp kA pPNALAUAA OpAad &#ga A4
young man (around 35), righl G Ak p NA &ga UoaNga Hapaek Ndddihg 7 A,
AANH |, Uouva irbThlicomBoudiNg a0 GGaA . UAhKkA . U1 U0KAR
old mosque, now dismissed; a mention of it is found in a manuscript from Balbdé&ct{@i)

digitized during the field mission in February°2018is case the manuscsipave been presented to

%See DJBL0039, f. 64.
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