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Multiple-text Manuscript Description
Identification of text levels

e the main text or texts consisting of one or more
codicological units, sometimes related one to the other
(comments, translations, glosses etc.)

e notes related to the codex history and/or to the text
transmission (colophon, ownership notes, waqf
certificates, reading notes, igaza etc.)

e notes completely independent from the main texts and
from their material expression
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Ms Addis Abeba, IES 266, f. 53r
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“On the plague and smallpox: write and hang
on your right arm and if you write it and hang
it in your house, it [the plague] will never

approach that house... [invocation]”
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“If you write these names on a paper and you
put it under the pillow of the man who doesn't
sleep, then he will sleep; and here they are:
[invocation]”
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“Text levels”
Literary works, for example

IES 00272 [Harar 36], dated 15 sawwal 1210 A.H.-23/04/1796
[f. 111r]; multiple-text ms.

e ff. 1r-8r: <l e & o)kl d5gy QS (The book of the joy of
the glance into the science of the letters) by Nasir al-Din
Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah Ibn Qurgmas (d. 1477).

e ff. 8v-10r: 3Ls¥5 6 Y e & QUS anonymous text on
numerology and magical squares.

e ff. 13r-112r: Gwall e 7 )3 & LY 6l (The most brilliant
light on the explanation of the most beautiful Names of
God) by Ahmad al-Buni (d. 1225).

D

IES 280, XIX century; multiple-text ms, main text:

e ff. 7r-30v: , =Sl il (The invocation called The Big
Shield) ascribed to ‘Al b. Abi Talib.
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“Text levels”

« hnotes which are scattered throughout the codices and
have nothing to do with the subject of the main texts
they transmit. They are usually explicit textual indications
about what to do or say to obtain something with typical
syntactic structures

. the object or realization of these prescriptions, that is

written amulets and talismans (hirz, filasm, higab)
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“Amulet protection to
whom who carry [it]
against the evil of ginn,
men and devils; it
prevents magic (L~~) and
makes happy with a strong
feeling of love who saw it
by the truth of the
basmala [...]”

Ms Addis Ababa, IES 647
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“The name of God the Greater. It's a cure against every illness
and a protection for every anemy, for the satisfaction of the
need and the venerableness that people love, and of the
sustenance, of the commerce and all the tresures, God willing,
[invocation]”

Ms Addis Ababa, IES 280, ff. 66v-67r and IES 247, incipit.
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al-Buni classification of spiritual sciences:

e Yl ale - numerology

By ale - science of the magic squares

<y adlale - science of the alphabetical letters

day )Y bl e - science of the four nature

z ol g Sl Sl ale - astrological science

dw il AVl e - science of the astral determinations

Sl slanllale - science of the names of God and of invocations
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Talismanic inscriptions:™>

e

structured like prayers and addressed to God;
excerpts from the Coran in accordance with the
theme of the request. To this category refers
also the 4&, | Coranic salmodies with therapeutic
and exorcising effects used also by the Prophet;
it's usually performed in case of bites, against
poisons, fever, evil eye.

adjuratory inscriptions, that implies certain spirit
mediation in which the name of the person is an
essential element and is subjected to
cryptographic procedures.

*A. Rahal, La tradition talismanique en Tunisie, 2007
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Ms Addis Ababa, IES 5513, f. 4r Ms Addis Ababa, IES 280, ff. 31r-v
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Ranunculus ficaria, L.

D

Ms Montréal, McGill’s Osler Library of the History of Medicine, f. 277r, II Q .
mid-thirteenth-century fragment of the Kitab al-adawiya al-mufrada by 1 1
AbT Ga‘far Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Gafiqi (d. 1165).

Hamburg, 19 July 2014
Dias 12




UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN

a
(

e
£

js L:/ /
0 sl Za,

0= BTG

a u?/"

JECH TR
Zioly

olp AR

P0losb) sl b
ddssad!

RYTPS WV E W %

Ry
B e am poly,

—

Ms Addis Ababa,

A T I
a3
e
‘A i'}"ﬁ‘:\
A5
25 35
SRR D
P73
19022
o B
_\.J\l’_i\ J*:
._1_‘:._) .q\ v}
-i_‘(—']‘ J"
P
FEE

U ! - . (Y, ” 5
Ul 2 Gt aas oLV DL G0l nauall 1520

3 y

: e et —
Ju B a—

A R T LT L DN e

sl byl 2, _,;L.»l....h\.-)‘r_v FILY APPR T PIRV Y 7T -
- H"..-—*l!\-‘r}—s}‘}-«\-,h—ls\_;u\’,.uJL/L__,JH1\-»-*-}-‘-‘)
JaS 58 R0l Il AWty 2 06 5T it ety 3 s el S
A e G Yol yS el L e 5 U3 s T TG 20 e
Oly a3 ooty 5 W0 530 00 L 2 oS 00 DL Ty 06
B 3 R0 s st Wl o 0l 2B DI TR
e s )i TS5 G Ly s g e )
F'J’)-\:dﬂjduu‘; ,z—hd‘)&#dnlfﬂ‘r}k“r;v‘“"h
~—i__,_-—]ru|wl) ..uu\;u‘; ) ,.‘k‘.w._;,r}lhpﬁ‘;yu _,a,
F'}-\;,NBWV-.-_-—:JLJGJLJJUMJ,JJ“ ;,,n,suum_ﬂu\
'@r‘-":'r' R ),...nﬂ.-'b*'-*-‘b‘j’u it} ,-;,‘Au—"‘)»!J'v‘J—m o

-—Ju,a}‘,‘»e-",\;.p,u_br.duuudhbirclh,i ,.-J :d.'i‘

ELETST m—'}d_y'dmm';qdy' ‘-—-‘bc\..n))_.vﬂ'
d“’u’Jdv‘u Jﬂwbw\l‘z-sﬂa,-h_gwuh yfd\)}ua)\.l\’
oA r._,m‘;,_,_,..-\‘}d Stualy B ot ‘,,..thg il o3 AV
Gldlie TamDlsepdl OS2 TR0 2l f3 10 B0l SIS
PEAGK 6 s 2 NI oo 3, AN 3T a5 G 2!
_,&_,h h’),’J'-.a J.bu,&g,lwclwbl{_;h_:f'u‘_ﬂa_.mu Wi~
nﬁx;, 'ﬁJ b Ly 516 LS A GG ‘l:rm ot bl g
J_g_!!_; ] .,Jﬁ_, ;\-1 a._},-L‘ PRI ‘Jj1-_4_,:\m}¢_; A
*—"‘_,-'_pd“" bgw*ub ],-{])—'.,Jé)l Jl-,-'l-—‘\—““r.;w(-’; A——";
Tw——fv,ﬁl. ‘u&"‘a—"ukuﬁ ,.duw‘)s\-wb C‘WJE’QJ)L;.J‘

Ga‘far al-Sadiq

Hamburg, 19 July 2014
Dias 13

IES 1853, ff. 3r, 6r,
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Thank you for your attention
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