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Arabic Language in Ethiopia:
contexts of use

e Settled communities of Arabic-speaking migrants
e Groups of Arab traders, both Christian and Muslim
» Religious contexts:

- Christian: works related to the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
translated from Arabic into Ge‘ez (from the 13™ cent.);

contacts with Egyptian Coptic Church.

- Muslim: 1dentifier and communicative element; sacral

status of Arabic; used in religious and juridical contexts

and 1n everyday life as major element of unity and identity

of the umma.
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Arabic literary tradition in Ethiopia

« Arabic texts firstly entered the region along the commercial
routes thanks to the passage and activities of travelling

Arabic-speaking Say s and traders.

« Subjects: religious and non-religious sciences, including the
ones related to Arabic Language: grammar and syntax;

morphology; prosody, rhetoric, allegory, eloquence etc.

 Flourishing of an Arabic literary tradition produced by local

learned men.
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The Learning of Arabic Language:
Library of the Hadra Zabbi Molla, Wolkite
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The Learning of Arabic
Language:

The remains of the kuttab

attached to Sayhuta Tige al-
Qurari's mosque
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Comparative Analysis of Arabic Grammars'
Traditions
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Manuscript Collections in Jimma Region
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Sites of Manuscript Collections in Jimma Region

o Warukko (52 MSS):

The name from its eponym founder (18" century?) who is
associated with the Islamization of the kingdoms of Gomma and
Gumma.

« Tije (about 300 fragments):
Mosque and tomb (qubba) of the religious centre's eponym, the
tigani master Sayhuta Tije al-Qurari (d. 1917).

e Suuse (39 MSS):

Its eponym founder is Sayh Yiinus b. Sufyan; he was member of o
the Rasadiyya siifi order, obtained at the end of the 1950s.
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Sites of Manuscript Collections in Wolkite
and Gibe Valley

« Zabbi Molla (30 MSS):
Mosque and zawiya founded by Sayh Muhammad Ra3ad al-Qagqi
(founder of the Ra$adiyya siifi order) and Sayh Kamal al-Din al-Ubbi.

« Seddeqa (ca. 50 composite MSS):
Eponym founder of the zawiya is Sayh ‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-Fatah, born in
Arsi in c. 1887; he resided in Seddeqa in the years 1925-1935 after
having studied in Arsi, Harar, Wallo, Zabbi Molla and Shiro.
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Sites of Manuscript Collections from Harar Region

« ‘Abdallah Sarif Museum in Harar (492 mss)

e Library of Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. ‘Abd al-Sakiir, Sultan of Harar (1272-
92/1856-75) [Drewes 1983] (99 mss)

» The mss of the IES collection which constitute the first inception of

the IES and are evidently related to the city of Harar (50 mss)

e Mr Gerald Weiner's mss collection, in Chicago, Illinois, USA (total ca.

200 mss which probabily come from Harar)

« Luigi Robecchi Bricchetti's collection in the Biblioteca Pubblica di
Pavia, Italy (12 mss, XVIII-XIX sec.) [Traini 1974]

C
e The mss collcted by Enrico Cerulli and left to the Vatican Library (8 I O ‘
w [

from Harar, 5 from Somalia) [Levi Dalla Vida 1965]
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First Pedagogical Grammars (5%/11% cent.)

« Ibn Babasad (d. 1077), al-Mufid fi al-nahw
IES289;

e al-Hariri (d. 1122), Mulhat al-i’rab
SSE026: SSE038; IES309.5; USWE074:

o al-Fakihi (d. 1565), Kasf al-nigab ‘an muhaddarat Mulhat al-i‘rab
SED042; USWE028; ABDSH 196:

e al-Hariri, Sarh Mulhat al-i rab
ABDSH165;
« Muhammad b. Bahraq al-Yamani (d. 1524), Tuhfat al-ahbab

wa-turfat al-ashab
USWE028;

« Anonymous, Hasiyat Mulhat al-i‘’rab
USWEO054;




The Apogee of Pedagogical Grammars (7%"/13% cent.)

 [Ibn al-Hagib (d. 1249), al-Kafiya]

al-Gami (d. 1492), al-Fawa'id al-diya'iyya
ZABBI020.11T; ABDSH395;

Anonym., Sarh al-Kafiya
SHKA49;

« Ibn Malik (d. 1274), al-Alfiyya
IES303; ABDSH400; USWE028; SHAK50;

e Ibn Malik, Lamiyyat al-af al

SSE014; TIJE00Z;

Ibn Hi$am (d. 1360), Awdah al-masalik ila Alfiyyat Ibn Malik
SHAKSO0;

Al-Azhari (d. 1499), al-Tasrih bi-madmiin al-tawdih
SHAK20; I

Al-Suyti (d. 1505), al-Bahga al-mardiyya bi-Sarh al-Alfiyya
ABDSH1601;




The Last Classical Pedagogical Grammars (8%/14% cent.)

« Ibn Hi$am (d. 1360), Qatr al-nada wa-ball al-sada
SED042;

« al-Fakihi (d. 1564), Mugib al-nida’ fi Sarh Qatr al-nada
SSE005; SHAK42; IES304.1; IES305.3; USWEQ70;

« [Ibn Hisam, al-I'rab ‘an gawa'id al-i‘rab]

o al-Azhari (d. 1499), Muwassil al-tullab ila gawa'id al-i‘rab
IES305; ABDSH162;

« Ibn Agurriim al-Sanhagi (d. 1327), al-Mugaddima al-Agurramiyya
SSE024; SSE026.111; SED042;

o al-Azhari, I rab al-Agurrimiyya
ZABBIO11;

 al-Azhari (d. 1499), Hudud al-nahw
ZABBI020.IV;
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A Note on the Loan of Books
Susse, MS SSE005, f. 54v
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Thank you for your attention!




