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Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: Actions
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Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: Project fields

Arabic Literature in a wider sense:
Both classical (pre-modern) and modern

“Texts that are intended to do more than instruct and inform”
(Geert Jan van Gelder)

But especially:

Arabic grammar and rhetoric

Scientifical literature

Historical and geographical literatue

Theology

Law

Mysticism (devotional literature; invocations; supplications)
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Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: Project scope

Islamic Studies

e The project focuses on the Islamic intellectual tradition
in the Horn of Africa

African Studies

e The Project focuses on Islam in Africa (or African Islam)
and its dialectic connession with "main stream” Arab
Islam
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Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: Documentary base

Manuscript and printed texts
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Oldest so far found
dated Islamic
manuscript in the
region

22 gumada al-ahira
989 A.H./14 July 1581
A.D.

IES 1852, colophon
Hutab al-gum'a
Fahr al-Din Abdu

‘Abdallah Muhammad b.

Abi al-Qasim b.
Muhammad b.
Taymiyya (d. 1225)
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UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN

Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: Documentary base

Texts written by local
authors in Arabic and in local
languages (Old Harari,
Ambharic, Oromo, Somali) in
Arabic script

e.g. 52v HAR 02 du‘a’ in Somali
in latin script with instructions on
how to read it

HAR 35 (ms) 29 folios mostly
loose sheets or bifolios 2r-28v
Kitab Fath al-Latif Sarh hadigat al-
tasrif by ‘Abd al-Rahman b.
Ahmad al-Zayla'l (1820-1882)
Ownership (f. 2r): Malik hada al- %
kitab lima siwa Allah al-hagg
Hasan b. hagg ‘Abdi Colophon (f.
28v): Wednesday 1 rabt al-awwal
1329 (02/03/1911)




UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN Department of Cross-Cultural and Regional Studies

Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: Documentary base

Texts of not local authors copied in
the region

e.g.

HAR 37 (ms) 26

23 folios (non bound; loose sheets
and bifolios)

ff. 2r-19v Lamiyyat al-af‘al fi Sarh
Sayh Badr al-Din wa-aydan
yusamma Durrat al-la’la

colophon f. 2r Monday Sawwal
1326 (Oct.Nov.1908) Copyist
Adam b. aw Ahmad b. aw Guled
min ‘iyal ‘Abdallah Ishaq written
for Sayh hagg Hasan b. Sayh hagg
‘Abd b. Sayh Ibrahim. Ownership
(f. 2r): Malikuh Hasan b. al-hagg
‘Abd al-Rahman
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Texts copied or printed abroad

E.g. Egypt (or Yemen) and
taken to the Horn

Books printed in Cairo or
elsewhere and sold in the
Horn (often via Yemen and
Djibouti)

E.g. HAR 20 (27)

Hazinat al-asrar wa-galilat al-
adkar author Muhammad Haqqi
al-Nazili on the margin: al-Hisn
al-hasin min galém sayyid al-
mursalin by Sams al-Din
Muhammad al-Gazari

Singapur: Sulayman Mara'l n.d.

Stamp of the bookshop:
Muhammad Salim Ba Midhaf
Hargeysa
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HAR 27 (34)

Unbound book

Fath rabb al-bariyya ‘ala al-
durra al-bahiyya nazm al-
agurrumiyya

Author Ibrahim al-Bigawi
On the margin Nazm al-
Agurrimiyya by Sayh al-
‘Umriti

Cairo: Dar al-kutub al-
‘arabiyya 1325

Ownership on the title
page: Aw ‘Al Isma'il b.
Gele b. Bon b. Isma'il b.

Kol; on the external cover el
al-malik Magan $ayh ‘Ali N
radiya Allah ‘anh ' C
Stamp on the title page: e [
Hagg ‘Ibadi Hasan al-kutubi 1@1
‘Adan
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Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: Documentary base

Har 07

Hasiyat Muhammad b. Muhammad
al-Amir ‘ala sarh ‘Abd al-Salam b.
Ibrahim al-Maliki li-Gawharat al-
Tawhid lil-imam al-Lagani

On the margin: Ithaf al-murid sarh
‘Abd al-Salam al-Maliki ‘ala
Gawharat al-Tawhid

Cairo Matba'at Mustafa al-Babr al-
Halab1t wa-awladuh 1368-1948

On the title page: stamp of the al-
Maktaba al-‘arabiyya bi-Gibuti li-
sahibiha ‘Abdallah Salih al-Bakr al-
Kutubrt

Possession note: hada al-kitab
haqq Allah wa-lakin bi-yad al-faqir
al-ragi rahmat rabbih Muhammad
‘Awale al-gadiriyya wa-gimatuh
mi‘a arba‘'in
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Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: Documentary base

HAR 26 (33)

Unbound Hasiyat Ahmad al-Dardir
‘ala gissat al-mi‘rag authored by
Nagm al-Din al-Gifi

On the margins: the gissa

Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-‘arabiyya
Mustafa al-Babr al-Halabi wa-
ahawayhi Bakri wa-'Isa) rabi' al-tani
1328

On the title page: ownership Hagg
Hasan b. ‘Abd al-Rahman

Stamp in Gujarati language and
English Saik Khairuddeen

Kept together with

Extracts (377-429) from Hasiyat al-
Baguri ‘ala sarh al-Gazzi ‘ala matn
Abi Suga' : C
Cairo: al-Maktaba al-Maymaniyya

1321 I Q ]
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Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: Documentary base

e Birth and flourishing of
printing presses and
publishing houses in
the Horn
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Project tools

Digital Research Environment

S relational database of the
| works circulating among the
Muslims in Africa

e descriptions of texts
and manuscripts

“ ,_ i %é e authors
e places.
e bibliography

e A user-friendly
browsing and search
i interface

e sample text editions

o (theological and legal
thought, historiography
and hagiography)
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Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: Methodology

Methodology of the research

e Identification of texts (both known and previously
unknown)

e expand the corpus of available texts to make a more
representative research

Classification according to
e genres
e contents
o titles, authors
e places of creation
e number of witnesses

e distribution of witnesses, and linguistic and graphic
peculiarities

D
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Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: First results

« Handlist of the codices
* Only main works listed
« Codicological analysis

A HANDLIST OF THE MANUSCRIPTS « Selected images of
IN THE INSTITUTE OF ETHIOPIAN STUDIES dated manuscri pts

VoLuME Two

The Arabic Materials of the Ethiopian Islamic Tradition

D

Alessandro Gori

with contributions from:
Anne Regourd, Jeremy R. Brown, and Steve Delamarter
and a foreword by Demeke Berhane

Ethiopic Manuscripts, Texts, and Studies Series  Volume 20
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Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: Texts

Texts produced by local authors (main genres):

e Arabic grammar

e Commentaries on the Qur'an
e Historical texts

e Pietistic literature

e Mystical literature

Texts produced in the wider Islamic world (main genres):
e Theology

e [Law
e Science

D
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Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: Main goals

Creation of:

e critical picture of the literary history of the Horn of
Africa (in the wider frame of the Arabic Literature of
Africa)

e growing database of African Islamic literature, African
biography and African topography

Comparative research:
e between the different sub-regions of the focus area

e between the African “local” Islam and the “mainstream?”
Islamic tradition

D
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UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN

Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: Main goals

Increase the awareness:

o of Islam in Africa for the scholarship
e of the value of local tradition in Africa itself

Contribute to the mapping of the intellectual landscape of the
Horn of Africa

Contribute to the understanding of the main historical
processes of in the focus area and in Sub-Saharan Africa in
general

Contribute to the preservation and valorization of the cultural
heritage in the area

Main targets: ; C
e |ocal people (esp. youth) and e =1

e the international community 19
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Islam in the Horn of Africa, A Comparative Literary
Approach: Obstacles

e Absence or limited
availability of
infrastructure

e lLack of economical and
logistical support

e Unclear historical and
cultural consciousness

e Recent religious
sectarianism

D
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